Kino Bay / Bahia Kino, Sonora, Mexico - May, 2024

Intensive Overview and Requirements

Trip Overview:

Ms. Driscoll and Ms. Wagoner will lead an International Travel Intensive in May 2024. As part of the
intensive, we will be taking 10 students from Prescott, Arizona to Bahia Kino, Sonora, Mexico. The focus of our
study will be the unique and diverse marine ecosystems of the region, as well as using the Spanish language
and exploring the culture of the area. We have teamed up with Prescott College to offer this unique experience
to our students and will be traveling with staff from Prescott College as one of our chaperones. Please follow
the link below to explore more of what this program has to offer.

http:/iwww.prescott. edu/kino-bay-center/

Intensive & Travel Dates:
-Spring Intensives: May 6th to May 21st, 2024
(There will be on-campus days before and after our travel)
-Travel Dates: May 10th to May 18th.
(We will leave extremely early on the 10th-4am-ish; and return in the evening of the 18th)

Transportation:
We will be using one Northpoint school vans for our journey. We will be hauling our gear with us in the

van, so pack light.. The route and travel dates are subject to change as we get closer to our departure date. All
U.S. State Department travel advisories and information from those on-site in Kino Bay will be taken into
consideration before departure.

Passports:
International travet ALWAYS requires a U.S. Passport, so having one is a good idea. The time to apply

has come and gone, and our traveler group either has a passport in hand of in process.

Food & Lodging:
The Kino Bay Center through Prescott College provides on-site lodging & facilities, including a kitchen,

bathrooms, showers, and limited internet. We will be sleeping on cots that are provided by the center in two
separate dorm rooms, but we must bring our own sleeping bags and pillows. While traveling, all meals will be
included in the cost of the trip except on the travel days. There will be a mix of meals cooked by students
on-site, meals provided by a cook, and planned visits to restaurants and other locations. Students are
encouraged to bring extra money to buy food and snacks while traveling. Please provide documentation of
special dietary needs so we can plan accordingly.

Activities:

Our planned activities will be a mix of Spanish and Marine Biology lessons and experiences, both on
NELA campus and on-site in Kino Bay. | have attached the program itinerary for an overview of the activities
and experiences that are planned for the trip.

Cost:

The projected cost of the trip is $1700 per student.A $500 non-refundable deposit is due on January 31,
a 2nd payment of $700 is due February 21st, and the third and final payment will not exceed $500 (could be
less if we get a few donations) and will be due March 20. This reflects the deposit charged to us by Prescott
College to reserve our spot at the research center.
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Gulf of California Eco-cultural Explorations

Northpoint High School

Program Objectives
* Explore ecosystems of the Gulf of California
* Explore intercultural sense of place within Mexican and Comcaac communities.
C Personal exploration and expression

Day 1: May 10
Introduction

¢ Arrive in Kino, get settled.
» Station orientation

¢ Food shopping

¢ Dinner provided at Center.

Day 2: May 11
Sense of Place

¢ Sensory, creative writing exercise

* Sense of place hike

e Map exercise. Identifying costal
habitats from aerial view

e Introduction to ecology and natural
history of marine and costal
ecosystems

« Dinner provided at the center.

Day 3: May 12%"

Boat trip to Alcatraz and San
Nicholas

e Bird identification

e History of Isla Alcatraz

e Visit sand dunes of San Nicholas
¢ Dinner and evening circle

Day 4: May 13t

Geography and geology of the Gulf of
California

Geology lesson

¢ Map drawing

¢ Building the Gulf of California in the
sand conceptualizing trenches, islands,
upwelling.
Afternoon free time
Cooking class or folkloric dance class

Day 5: May 14"

Offshore boating day
o Island formation, ecology, and
conservation
+« Marine mammal and pelagic
bird spotting and identification
Snorkeling/ fish identification
Dinner provided at Center.

Day 6: May 15
Estuarine and community
explorations

e Sea turtle monitoring in Estero La Cruz
e Natural history and community
involvement in conservation



About the Prescott College Kino Bay Center

The Vision

The Center provides information, training, and support for students, scientists, educators, and
community members; and builds platforms for equitable collaborations between people from
different cultures and institutions to co-create viable solutions to complex socio-environmental
challenges.

The Opportunities

The Center hosts a full calendar of classes covering topics in marine science, climate studies,
community-based conservation, social justice, art, language, writing, and research. Each year, we
host approximately 1,400 visitors including researchers, students, faculty, community members,
and partners from dozens of institutions, as well as community groups from Mexico, the United
States, and around the world. The Center's mission, staff, and programs are supported and enriched
by our deep connections and long presence in the region. For more information, view our Annual

Report.
Join Us

The Kino Bay Center’s community-based conservation work is informed by both science and
traditional ecological knowledge, and at each step of the process we facilitate dialog, civic
engagement, and experiential education. We believe effective conservation is a collective action,
and we invite you to join us in exploring and protecting some of the most bioculturally rich marine
and coastal ecosystems in the world.

See you soon!




