
Governing Board Minutes
February 6th, 2024

Northpoint Expeditionary Learning Academy
5:00 P.M.

Zoom Meeting Link

Meeting ID: 760 3159 8544
Password: 9ngBi7

Present: Not Present:

Cody Chewning (CC) Zoe Kroner (ZK)

Grant Hettleman (GH)

Cynthia FImbrez (CF)

Galen Dennis (GD) - joined a few minutes later.

Staff Present:

Melissa Wagoner (MW)

Sharon Felker (SF)

Danielle Driscoll (DD)

1. CALL TO ORDER @ 5:04 pm

2. CALL TO PUBLIC - None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. Consider approving minutes from January 9th, 2024

Motioned to approve: Grant Hettleman & 2nd by: Cody

Kino Bay, Mexico - By Danielle Driscoll
MW - Introduced DD, our ESS Coordinator. She is awesome and will be my staff
(co-traveler) for this trip. She will present what we have planned.
DD - I joined the Northpoint team last year and I absolutely love it. We have
about 40 kids and we are serving them well. I have also taught math and worked
for the deaf and blind school. I have done a lot of traveling and love it.
We are going to Kino Bay with 10 students. This Intensive will cover marine and
spanish. We will also have experience with sea life. We have a partnership with
PC (Prescott College) who will be going with us. There is onsite lodging and
facilities including dinner each night. This means that we can all travel in just one
van to save costs. The trip is from May 10th to 18th which leaves a small space
in the beginning to get ready and after returning to rest a day before EXPO. We
are meeting with the students once a week and we are all very excited. Our
meetings have been fun and we are trying to learn a bit of Spanish and how to
convert money, etc.



MW noted that the cost is $1700 per person. It seemed high (at first) but it's
really not too bad. Each of the 10 students have paid their deposit, already. PC
has a campus in Kino that has medical facilities if needed.
CC it sounds great and it sounds like a lot of fun. MW noted that GSA (Geneva)
and MSA (Mike Saint-Amour) will escort us down and they know the area very
well. They are excited to drive with us. DD and MW are both using the duolingo
app and it will be great to have fully speaking Spanish speakers with us.
Galen - will students have some free time - MW shared that they have a pretty
full schedule. We will be very careful with stops and we will leave earlier in the
morning so that we are safely in the area before dark.
MW - It's a calculated risk (traveling to MX) but both DD and I (as well as RZ) just
want to get International travel back into our Intensives.
MW the trip was built for 10 - KS was to take the lead on this but then had some
changes came up. I then decided to take the lead with Danielle so that this trip
could still happen. i'm feeling really good about it overall. The Board thanked DD
and MW for being up for this travel.

4. REVIEW AND APPROVE
a. 24-25 SY Calendar

Motion to approve by CC, 2nd by CF and carried.
MW - Hours for HS are more than needed but the MS has to go 1000 hours so
we just have all grades on the same schedule. This calendar leaves about 3
snow days available, if needed. FW will be different this year. We needed to
schedule it before the Spring & Fall break so as not to interfere with needed
testing. MW - This is different however, with staff knowing this far ahead… I
actually think that they will enjoy having FW over before the break(s).
GH - Off note, what is the testing for HS & MS at this point. Or is it still changing
every year? MW showed them a list of testing for this year. We are ready with a
full testing set of computers.

5. SCHOOL REPORT
a. Kino Bay, Mexico - May 24 Intensive (above)
b. Recruiting a new Governing Board Member

MW School report - all is the same - same number of students.
We also had some drama with Middle School girls which we handled with
community conversations, claims and service. It did involve a teacher being
filmed in class. CF do they know that they can't film? MW- yes and they did it
anyway. CF - discussed the cyber issues with kids and pictures and it’s ugly.
MW - It’s not unpredictable - these are adolescent behaviors. Most parents were
appreciative that we handled it deftly and in person.



Numbers are the same. I haven't shut down for others to enroll for this sy but we
are also getting apps for next year. This year we are getting apps for the 8th
Grade but this class is full.
We do have passage and senior story coming up.
Other things - staffing wise we added a para because we have 39 IEPs so Ashley
Place started on Monday and she knows the kids a bit from previous subbing
with Northpoint. We still need to recruit a board member. I have one in mind; her
name is Jenny Wulf - she has been a wilderness aide for us in the past and she
has owned a preschool in town for years. I invited her to apply. CC & GH noted
that they have asked around. MW - Shared to please keep asking but she
understands.

6. NEXT MEETING DATE(S)
● Tuesday, March 5th, 2024 via zoom/or in person @ 5:00 pm
● Tuesday, April 2nd, 2024 via zoom/or in persona @ 5:00 pm
● Tuesday, May 7th, 2024 via zoom/or in persona @ 5:00 pm

7. ADJOURNMENT @ 5:51 pm


